RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
grants of money to support him while researching. These may come from his College in the form of research scholarships, from the university which awards studentships for research, from outside bodies like the Board of Invention and Research, which has made a great number of substantial grants to enable students to continue their researches ; from the 1851 Commission and some of the great City Companies, to mention only the most prominent. There are thus many more students in the university engaged inresearches, each of which ought to, and many do, result in the production of a paper worthy of publication in a scientific magazine or the Transactions of some scientific society. The great majority of these would not have been written unless the authors had received inducements and assistance which hardly existed fifty years ago. Then there were comparatively few men engaged in research, and those who were, did it not because public opinion expected it of them, but because of their enthusiasm for science and the joy they felt in discovery. They were exceptional men. Men of this type cannot be produced by giving scholarships or even by particular schemes of education. They are born, not made ; and as experience has shown, they seem able to get to the front in spite of all obstacles. The " mute inglorious Milton " is probably a myth. Dr. Rashdall (Universities of Europe in the Middle Ages, vol. ii. pp. 2, 602) says that the means of education in the Middle Ages were more widely diffused than is generally supposed, and that" except in remote and thinly populated regions, a boy would never have to go very far from home to find a regular Grammar School". Thus any boy of exceptional ability might be expected to have come under the notice of someone who, like the old Scotch dominies, would set to work to raise funds enough to
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